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| ntroduction

Middletown Springs is unique among Vermont towns in both decting its Planning
Commissioners and adopting a proposed Town Plan by public vote. A Town Plan accepted at the
polls indicates acceptance by the voters regardless of the amount of time they can contribute to the
development of the Plan and whether or not they are comfortable expressing their opinion & public
mestings.

This Plan has alengthy history. Work on a Town Plan began in 1998 with the then-current
Planning Commission conducting a series of ligening sessons a loca clubs and organizations. This
series was followed by neighborhood meetings throughout the town. The Commission then held a
town-wide meeting facilitated by the Vermont Council for Rura Development, where issues were
discussed and prioritized. Six committees arose from these mestings. The committees discussed
town issuesin greater depth and developed goals and objectives for the Plan. The preparation of the
fina plan was finished in April of 2000. Despite the commendable efforts of the Planning
Commission and extensve public input gathered, the Plan was not accepted by the voters.

An interim selectboard- gppointed Planning Commission served from the Fall of 2000 until
Town Meeting, 2001 and in addition to open regular meetings gathered public feedback through a
questionaire.

The current elected Planning Commission has attempted to discover, by informa means
including door-to-door visits and regular meetings open to the public, the reasons why the voters did
not accept the previoudy proposed Plan and to formulate a Plan based on previoudy gathered input
but limited to areas of broad consensus. Further input was gathered at a public meeting held on
January 3, 2002. This Plan isthe result of those efforts.

The people of Middletown Springs believe that extensve citizen involvement in planning by
resdentsis preferable to state or regiona directives. To survive asarurd agrarian town with its
many benefits, it isimportant to continue the process of sound planning. The people's voice and vote
provide direction. The ongoing task of the Planning Commission isto follow that direction by
proposing appropriate amendments and by facilitating continued discussion of topics where broad
consensus does not currently exigt.

All who reed this plan should keep in mind that policies (which in this Plan include objectives
and programs) are not mandates. They express what the town would like to achieve but thereisno
guarantee that the town will be able to achieve them. The town shdl not be held lidble if it fails, for
good reason, to implement policies.

Respectfully,
Middletown Springs Planning Commission

Statutory Authority and Requirements
This plan is being adopted following the procedures set forth in the Vermont Municipal and
Regional Planning and Development Act (Title 24 VSA Chapter 117)

Page 1



38

39

41

5 & R8RS

47

49
50
51
52
53

55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63

65
66
67

68

69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76

Middletown Springs

The Past

Middletown Springsisasmal, rurd town in Rutland County. It was origindly formed in
1784 when citizens of Ira, Poultney, Wells, and Tinmouth petitioned the Vermont legidature to
create atown bounded by the ridges that prevented them from attending meetings and worship
savicesin thar origind Towns. Thusit isacommunity defined by the shepe of itsencircling
mountains. At 23 square miles, it isdightly smdler than the average Vermont town.

The Poultney River and its tributaries have been prominent in Middletown Springs history.
They provided one of the origina reasons to settle here; water for agriculture and power for mills. By
1800 the town had 1,066 people, seven mills, ditilleries, clothiers, mechanics shops, taverns, and
stores. Thenin 1811 a heavy downpour caused floods that wiped out al but one of the mills. Jobs
perished, commerce declined, and people moved away.

For severa decades only agriculture remained strong. By 1835 there were 3000 sheep in the
town and in the second half of the century dairy and cheesemaking thrived.

Industry returned when A. W. Gray began manufacturing horsepower treadmills and related
agricultura equipment. By 1867 Gray employed 30 men and supported loggers, sawyers, teamsters,
and others.

Gray aso rediscovered minera springs that the 1811 flood had buried. Soon Middletown
waters were bottled and widdly distributed and in 1870 the luxurious Montvert Hotel began catering
to vistors to the springs.

By the early twentieth century the internd combustion engine had largely replaced the Gray
horsepower machines and the Montvert Hotel wasfailing. A disastrousfire in 1920 destroyed four
prominent buildingsin the center of town and further demoraized the populace.

Again, agiculture sustained the town. The Buxton and Copeland farms were especidly large
and modern and in 1940 a creamery was built on the site of the old Gray horsepower factory. The
creamery processed milk from as many as 140 Vermont and New Y ork farms but declined as
farmers began sdling direct to bottlers.

Today's technology favors larger dairy enterprises than are possible in Middletown's hilly
terrrain. The result has been arecent decline in mainstream agriculture. It remainsto be seen if
gpecidties and niche markets can revive Middletown Springs agricultura focus.

The Present

Thevillage green in Middletown Springs lies a the heart of the village, surrounded by one of
the town's two churches, fine old houses, a country store, a service station, and the old cemetery.
One of the historic houses is owned by the Middletown Springs Historical Society and houses a
museum and the Town Office. The three roads that lead into the town from the Eadt, the South, and
the West meet there at the green, dong with alocd road to the North that was once the main road
to Rutland.

Middletown Springs rich history has |eft alegacy of elegant buildings dong these roads. In
1984 much of the village was added to the Nationd Register for Historic Places. Later, 31 additiond
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stes outside the village were added to the Vermont State Register of Historic Places. (See Land
Use, Village Area below for further description.)

The largely hilly rura surroundings are connected by winding country roads fringed by trees
and stonewadlls. Until the middle of the twentieth century these areas were home primarily to those
engaged in agriculture; they are now dotted with rural residences.

The 2000 census shows a population of 823 for Middletown Springs. Of these 5.8% are
under 5 years of age, 75.1% are 18 or older, and 12.3% are 65 or over. The median age is 40.6.

Population growth has been uninterrupted since 1960 as shown in the following table. Of the
28 towns in Rutland County, Middletown Springs growth rate of 20% since 1990 is sixth highest.

Y ear 10AN | 1970 | 198N | 190N | 200N
Pooulatior | 381 | 426 | 603 | 686 | 823

Middletown Springsisright in the middle of the fairly wide ranges of population and dengity
of its neighboring towns as shown in the following table based on 2000 census data.

: : : Land area Population Housing units
Population | Housing units . . .
Sg. mi. per sg. mi. per sg. mi.
Ira 455 Ira 192 Ira 21.32 Tinmouth: 20 Ira 9
Tinmouth: 567 Tinmouth: 332 Widls: 22.56 Ira: 21.3 Tinmouth: 11.7
Middletown Middletown Middletown Middletown Middletown
Springs. 823 Springs: 397 Springs. 22.84 Springs: 36 Springs. 17.4
Wedls 1121 Wedls. 857 Tinmouth: 28.28 Wedlls: 49.7 Wedls. 38
Poultney: 3633 Poultney:1673 Poultney: 43.92 Poultney: 82.7 Poultney: 38.1

The numbers and picture postcard attractiveness of the town tell only haf the story; the other
haf isthat the town is very much dive with aMaple Festival, a Strawberry Festival, a Memorid Day
Parade, a Fireman's Auction, weekly Bingo, regular Library programs for both children and adults,
an Apple Fedtival, a Halloween Dance, occasional concerts, periodic church dinners and breskfasts,
and an annual fegtiva of popular music and renewable energy technology.

The local economy isless vibrant. With few exceptions, wage and sdary workers commute
to surrounding aress. Of the 22% who are self-employed, most are tradespeople. For atown of only
823 people, Middletown Springs has aremarkable number of successful musicians, writers, artists,
and craftspeople.

Of Middletown Springs population of 650 aged 16 or older, 465 consider themsalves to be
in the labor force. 436 were employed at the time of the survey in 1999 and 29 unemployed.
Roughly 77% were wage and salary workers, 22% were self-employed, and 1% were unpaid family
workers.

An unknown but high percentage of households have more than one member contributing to
household income. Elderly households may rely entirely on Socid Security and/or other retirement
sources. Regardless of source, in 1999 27% of households had income of less than $25,000, 57%
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had income of $25,000 to $75,000, and 17% had income of more than $75,000. M edian household
income was $35,385.

The Future

Residents of Middletown Springs want to retain the peaceful, rurd atmosphere of the town
and enhance thar qudity of lifeby:
- Promoting the hedlth, safety and generd wdfare of the public,
Encouraging the preservation of unique naturd, cultura, and historica aress,
Achieving harmony within the community and with the environment,
Using natura resources wisdly.

They want to cultivate a strong and diverse economy by:
Recognizing and facilitating changes beneficia to the Town indluding development thet is
consstent with this plan and that meets recognized needs,
Encouraging sound agriculture and foredtry,
Maintaning property values,
Avoiding abrupt changes in the distribution of the tax burden.
Continuing to support activities and festivas that promote the town's vibrancy.

These gods are addressed to varying degreesin this plan. In cases where agod enjoys
wider consensus than specific means of achieving the god, the people favor continuing to work
toward consensus on the means. The following pages describe the townspeople's vison for the future
in more detall.

Surrounding Towns

As described above, Middletown Springs was carved out of neighboring towns because of
its geographic isolation—it isatown largely bounded by steep ridgelines. A direct result of this
geography isthat trends and developments in Middletown Springs have little impact on neighboring
towns, and vice versa. Regardless, areview of the Plans of adjoining towns shows great Smilarity in
gods and substantid compatibility. Smilarly, areview of the Rutland Regiona Plan shows no
incongstencies with this Plan.

An exception to Middletown's isolation is the Poultney River. Middletown Springs
boundaries encompass much of the upper watershed of the Poultney River, which originatesin
Tinmouth. The qudity of water in theriver islargely determined in Middletown Springs. To maintain
the high qudity of the Poultney River for the benefit of the people of Middletown Springs and those
downstream, the Town will continue to cooperate with the Poultney-Mettowee Natural Resources
Conservation Didrict in its Watershed Basin Planning and improvement projects.

A second exception is the three main roads leading into the town. Traffic generated in
Middletown Springs can affect surrounding towns through which those roads pass, and traffic
passing through the town can affect the peaceful, rurd atmosphere that Middletown wants to
preserve. The geography of the town makes a bypass virtualy impossible.
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Preservation of Rareand Irreplaceable Natural Areas

The native plants, animas, naturad communities, landscapes, and ecosystem processes of
Middletown Springs are an important part of our heritage. They contribute to the aesthetic apped of
Middletown Springs and provide numerous opportunities for our recreation and psychologica
renewd. Moreover by protecting biologica divergty, ecosystem services are maintained. These
include pollination, predation, flood and erasion control, and maintenance of soil and water quality.

The attached Sensitive Areas map shows deer wintering areas within Middletown Springs
but does not show any "rare, threatened, or endangered species’ or "sgnificant naturd communities™
However it isvirtudly certain that this absence on the map is not because the species and
communities don't occur here but rather because they have not been identified and reported to the
Vermont Agency of Natural Resources. The surrounding towns, which share much the same terrain
and s0ils, contain numerous very rare natura plant communities and 36 rare, threatened, or
endangered plant species of which eight are State Threatened or Endangered. Clearly, thereis an
absence of reporting, not of rare species or communities.

Goal:
- Biologicd diveraty including dl currently existing species and types of natura community.

Palicies:

Middletown Springs supports it's Conservation Commission in the following endeavors:

1. Obtain gppropriate expertise and grant funding to cooperate with landownersin compiling an
inventory of naturaly occurring plant and anima species and naturd communitiesin Middletown
Springs.

2. Maintain, protect and restore biologica diversty of native species, naturd communities, rare and
endangered species, natural ecosystem processes, and landscapes.

3. Encourage and enhance the appreciation and appropriate use of natura resources.

Encourage efforts to enhance and preserve our scenic beauty.

Encourage operators of sand and grave pits to be respectful of the natural environment and to

consder restoring the terrain to a potentialy ussful configuration.

6. Encourage and enhance appreciation, preservation, and improvement of the Poultney River
watershed, including water quality, stream bank condition, and watershed ecology.

7. Manage the use of herbicides and road salt to protect water resources from pollution or
destruction.

8. Ensurethat sate and federa regulations to protect water resources are followed in development,
agriculture, and logging activities.

9. Maintain and preserve the quality of our surface and underground water resources to adequately
serve present and future residents.

10. Assigt landowners in obtaining information, grants, and assistance for such projects as bank
Stabilization, best agriculturad practices, sustainable logging practices, road congtruction,
recreationa use, and sustainable energy sources.

oA
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Land Use

The people of Middletown Springs want the Town to keep its traditiona rura character. The
scenic gpproach through farmland to a defined village hub is a part of this character.

Present and future land use are conventionaly shown on amap. (See Future Land Use
map, attached.) Actua acreage, which is not easy to determine from amap, is equaly important—
particularly for tracking trends. The following table shows the current use made of land in
Middletown Springs as reflected in the Town Listers database. Note that a category like
"Woodland" might, in some cases, include some wetland, barren land, or areas too steep for logging.
"Miscdlaneous’ includes a broad range of uses including such lands as protected wetlands, gravel
pits, residential usage, and minor undetected errors.

Land Use Acre | %

S
Cropland 1,792 | 12%
Pastureland 823 6%
Woodland 10,374 | 71%

Miscdlaneous 1,629 | 11%

At the present time there is no broad consensus on the best means to maintain the historic
settlement pattern of a compact village surrounded by open countryside. Declining economic viability
of dairy farming has placed economic pressures on landowners to sdll parcels of land for individud
resdences. At the same time, the lack of an economically viable plan to provide municipa sewer and
water fadilities has limited new resdentid condruction within the village.

In the absence of consensus on how to maintain the hitoric settlement pattern of the Town,
this plan does not include specific policies for that purpose. (See dso Housing below.)

Overall Land Use Goals;

Continuation of the historic pattern of a compact village surrounded by open countryside.
Preservation of traditiona landowners rights.

Protection of the divergity of the Town by ensuring that taxes remain within the means of working
class people and those who are retired and on limited budgets.

Overall Land Use Palicy:

1. Fadilitate discussion amed at devel oping consensus on how to maintain the historic settlement
pattern of open agriculturd land surrounding a compact village.

Village Area

The village areais an area of compact development in the center of the Town. Itisnot a
governmenta entity with defined boundaries but is taken to extend in dl four directions from the
intersection of routes 133 and 140 until open fields are encountered. It includes virtudly dl
community-wide facilities induding the Town Office, the VVolunteer Fire Department, the Town
Library, the Middletown Springs Elementary Schoal, the U.S. Post Office, two churches, smdl retall
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establishments, the Minera Springs Park with are-creation of the 19th century spring house and a
picnic areaand, in the heart of the village, the solid waste transfer station and storage facilities for
sand, road sdt, and road maintenance equipment. Broad consensus cals for moving the transfer
dation and road maintenance facilities elsawhere.

(See Middletown Springs above for further description of the village area))

Goal:

A traditiona, compact village consisting of residences and appropriate services and businesses.

Policies:

1. Continue the ongoing search for available land to rel ocate the solid-waste transfer station and
road maintenance facilities to an areathat is convenient for the people of the town but not in the
heart of the village.

2. Allow the development of compact growth within the village to the extent that such development
provides for adequate and safe water supplies and waste disposal. (See Sewer and Water
below.)

Rural Area

Therurd areais defined as the lands around the village, extending to dopes too steep for
agriculture. (See Future Land Use map) It includes dl farmland, resdentid |ots outsde the village,
and forestland. Many older properties are listed in the Vermont State Registry of Historic Places.
Agricultura usesinclude but are not limited to dairy, beef, horses, smdl ruminants, crops, maple

syrup, fruit, and logs.

Goal:
Attractive countryside with large tracts of open land in diversified agricultura use.

Policies:

1. Support current-use taxation of agricultura land.

2. Support Right-to-Farm legidation.

3. Fogter awareness of private or foundation funding to purchase conservation easements and
development rights of prime agricultural and scenic lands.

Highland Conservation Area

The highland conservation areas are the steep, forested, upper eevation areas with shallow
s0il. These areas include the ridgdlines thet define the Town. Ridgelines hold historic, scenic, and
sentimental value to resdents. The highland ecology is fragile and susceptible to damage. (See
Sensitive Areas map.)

With the exception of asmal number of residences, the highland conservetion aress are
undeveloped. Mogt of those portions that are accessible with logging equipment are periodically
logged. There are no existing local restrictions on development of these aress.
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Goal:

Naturd, forested highlands and ridgelines with a hedthy ecology, feeding ground water
resources.

Policies:

1. Deveop guiddinesto protect the higher devations and ridges from eroson, preserve thair value
as wildlife habitat, and preserve their natura gppearance.

2. Cooperae with landowners in conserving the ecosystem, soils aswell aswildlife, of the
highlands.

3. Encourage loggers to use practices that conserve soils in the Highland Conservation Areaand
provide for a sustainable timber industry. (See dso Preservation of Rare and Irreplaceable
Natural Areas above.)

L owland Conservation Area

Food plains and riverbanks are located aong the Poultney River and South Brook. These
waterways are sgnificant natural resources. Information on flood hazard boundaries on specific
parcds of land is available from the Vermont Agency of Natural Resources, Department of
Environmental Conservetion, Water Quality Divison.

Lowland soils are often heavy, with high clay content and poor drainage. While not
conducive to subsurface sewage disposa systems, agyriculture thrives on these moist soils, especialy
in drought years. Agricultural use should be encouraged in conformance with the State of Vermont's
Accepted Agricultural Practices.

Middletown Springs recognizes the need to balance water quadity improvements with the
need to sustain a hedthy, economicaly viable agricultura industry. These practices will maintain the
hedth and long-term productivity of the soils, water, and related plant and animal resources and
reduce the potentia for water pollution from agricultural nor+point sources. Accepted Agricultural
Practices includes recommendations on erosion and sediment control, animal waste management,
fertilizer management, and pesticide management.

Goal:

Hedthy streams and wetlands of high water quaity and minima flood danger.
Sustainably productive agricultura use of lowlands that are not protected wetlands.

Policies:

1. Maintain existing FHood Plain Regulaions to protect property.

2. Increase public awareness of gppropriate land use in lowland aress.

3. Encourage agricultural enterprises to use practices that conserve soils during floods and provide
for asustainable agriculturd industry. (See dso Preservation of Rare and Irreplaceable
Natural Areas above.)
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Housing

The residents of Middletown live in 331 out of atota of 395 housing units. 83% of the units
are owner-occupied, 17% are renter occupied. The remaining 66 units are either seasonal or
unoccupied. The rental vacancy rate is 3.4%.

Of the 395 housing unitsin Middletown Springs 80.3% are Sngle-unit detached structures,
2.3% are attached or multiple units, and 17.5% are mobile homes. One out of six isfairly new, built
snce 1990 while nearly half were built between 1960 and 1989. Fully athird date back to 1939 or
before. They range in Size from a single room to more than nine rooms. 14% have three or fewer
rooms, houses with four to eight rooms occur in nearly equa numbers and account for 77.8% of the
total, and the remaining 8.4% have nine or more rooms. The median number of roomsis5.9.

51% of owner occupied housing units are valued at |ess than $100,000; 49% &t over
$100,000. The median vaue of owner occupied unitsis $99,500.

Based on a sample of 95 taken in 2000, 76.9% of owners paid less than 30% of household
income while 20% of owners paid 30% or more of household income. 3.2% of owner's costs were
not computed. The median monthly cost was $393.

A smilar sampling of 43 renters indicated that 48.8% paid less than 30% of household
income, 33.3% paid 30% or more of household income, and 17.8% were not computed. Median
montHly rent was $644.

Housing is conddered affordable when it does not exceed 30% of household income.

(The above isavery brief summary of housing data from Census 2000. More detailed
datistics can be found at <www.census.gov>.)

The people of Middletown Springs recognize the need for affordable housing for dl income
groups. They aso recognize that atown with only 436 employed residents islargdly at the mercy of
economic forces and the local geography. In the last severa decades these forces have resulted in:

- No subdivison development involving multiple housing units built on speculation.

- Occasiond subdivison of large parcelsinto smaller parcels, in some cases requiring many years
to .

- New rurd resdential congtruction occurring primarily aong existing roads and power lines and
on Stes where excavation and sawage disposd are possible by conventiona, economic means.

Since the town does not have substantial employment or commercia centers around which
housing can be encouraged and has not found an economica way of providing sewer and water
utilities, it gppears that the current un-zoned and unregulated approach to resdential construction has
met the loca needs for affordable housing to the extent that atown of thissze is able. While
extendve resdentia development dong exigting roads is by no means the pattern that many residents
would prefer, it seems clear that regulation to avoid that pattern could be detrimenta to the
affordability of housing by increasing cogts for road building and power line extensions.

Note that Middletown Springs does not have bylaws prohibiting specified types of housing
in specified areas. Many residents consider this a vauable contribution to the affordability of housing.

Goal:
Decent, safe, affordable, and hedthy housing for dl resdents.
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Palicies:

1. Refrain from enacting bylaws that increase housing cogts for reasons other than public safety.

2. Cooperate with not-for-profit housing organizations, government agencies, private lenders,
developers, and builders in pursuing options and meeting the affordable housing needs of
Middletown Springs residents in amanner congstent with this plan.

Transportation

Middletown Springs maintains 34 miles of class2 & 3 roads. The State maintains an
additiond 6 miles of road (route 133). (See Transportation map.)Thereis no mass trandt system,
arport, rail or bus sysem, or municipa parking facility within the town. The only public parking ison
the Street.

Connectionsto Surrounding Towns

Trangportation to and from the town is primarily viaroutes 140 and 133, secondarily via
Mclntyre Road, and potentiadly via Dayton Road, Mountain Road, and North Street. The remaining
roads do not cross into adjoining towns.

Route 140 runs East and West through the town, connecting the town with Poultney to the
west and Tinmouth and Wallingford to the eadt. It coincides with route 133 from the center of the
village to the eastern boundary of the town. West of the center of the village it is known as West
Street while east of the center of the villageit is known as East Street.

Route 133 connects the town with Pawlet to the south and with Tinmouth, Ira, and West
Rutland in its easterly and then northerly directions. South of the center of the village it is known as
South Street while east of the center of the villageiit is known as East Stre<t.

Mclntyre Road is a short continuation of Poultney's East Road, connecting to Route 140.

Mountain Road extends south from the most Southerly portion of Coy Hill Road. Itisa
maintained class 3 road to within a short distance of the town boundary with Wells, then continues as
aclass 4 road to the town boundary, where it continues as a class 4 road within Wells.

North Street ceasesto be aclass 3 road 2.5 miles from the center of the village but
continues as a class 4 road in a northerly direction toward the town of Ira, where it continues,
eventudly leading to Route 133 in Ira

The remaining roads in the town do not connect with surrounding towns.

Current Road Policy

Middletown Springs has an adopted Road Policy that covers classfication of highways,
generd policy, acceptance procedures and specifications, and is available for inspection a the Town
Office.

Future Plans

The gods and objectives that follow reflect the limitations on development imposed by the
geography of the town. Briefly, the town can accommodate local and neighboring town commuter
and commercid truck traffic and till maintain its current agriculturd and rurd resdentia character
but could not survive becoming a mgor traffic conduit without changing the character of the town.
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Goal

A wdl-maintained, safe, and pleasant system of roads that meets the needs of residents, town
growth, maintenance of the current town character, and that is compatible with the surrounding
towns while minimizing the tax burden on resdents.

Policies;

1
2.
3.

~

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

Protect our roads from damage while meeting the transportation needs of our community.
Assure that town maintained roads are dway's passable by emergency vehicles.

Protect the rurd character of the town and the residentia character of the village from being
diminished by an increase in truck traffic thet is not engaged in commerce with Middletown
Springs or neighboring towns.

Maintain regular communications with The Vermont Agency of Trangportation to assure that the
town is notified of proposed State projects affecting the town.

Favor the keeping of State maintained roads through Middletown Springs at their current traffic
carrying capacity.

Favor improvements to State maintained roads through Middletown Springs for the purpose of
enhancing their safety but not the reconstruction or expansion of such roads for the purpose of
increasing therr traffic carrying capacity unless it can be shown that such an increase would not
diminish therura character of the town, the resdentia character of the village area, or property
values.

Ask for suggestions and comments from abutting landowners when planning road improvements.
Favor long-term life cycle economy over immediate cost condderations when improving and
maintaining roads.

Participate in Act 250 hearings on developments that may affect safety, town character, property
vaues, or the geographic digtribution of taxesin Middletown Springs. If a proposed
development isincongstent with this Plan, then the town shall negotiate changes or shall oppose
the devel opment.

Egtablish and enforce legd speed limits on dl roads within the town.

Egtablish and maintain along-term plan for road base improvements on town maintained roads.
Deveop aplan for the funding and congtruction of atown garage and sdt shed.

Develop a plan for the replacement of road mai ntenance equipment.

Develop a plan to enhance the safety of pedestrian and bicycle traffic in town.

Education and Recreation

Education

The 2000 census shows thet of the population in Middletown Springs aged 3 or more, 153

are enrolled in school. Of these 17 are in nursery school, preschool, or kindergarten, 76 arein
grades 1-8, 51 arein grades 9-12, and 9 are in college or graduate school.

Of those aged 25 or older, 90% have completed high school or higher and 35% have a

bachelor's degree or higher.
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Elementary students are educated at the Middletown Springs Elementary School located in
the village. Junior and senior high school students attend the school of their choice, with State
averaged announced tuition for non-religious State approved schools paid by the loca school
digtrict. Breadth of access to educationa and vocationa training is assured by this policy.
Middletown Springs does not provide transportation to or from the dementary schoal.

The current dementary school facility was renovated in 1997 and has a capacity of 115
students and staff. The staff is made up of classroom teachers, Title 1, and Specid Educetion
teachers as well as support staff. Grades Kindergarten through Four have individua classes, grades
Five and Six are combined.

The schoal isrich in technology, one example being the children’ s access to computers and
the Internet through a centra server. The gtaff and children have the option of usng aMacintosh Lab
or aPC lab usng computersin the classroom. This technology is dso used by the local monthly
newspaper, The Middletown Magnet. This publication is produced by members of the community.

A magjor component of the renovation was the addition of a multi- purpose room. Thisroom
isused for physica education, serving lunch, and education programs as well as being open to use by
the community. Considering that the current school enrollment is 60 students and that the 2000
census shows a population of 48 under 5 years of age, the capacity of the school should serve the
needs of the dementary population well into the future.

For dmogt 20 years, Middletown Springs has had a significant number of independen
minded, resourceful families who have chosen to teach their children at home. The hedlthy
acceptance and cooperation between homeschoolers and the loca community have given thetown a
reputation as being homeschool-friendly and this, in turn, has attracted severd additiond familiesto
the town and inspired others to start homeschooling. Their collective creative energy and cooperative
Spirit have made Middletown a homeschooling hub for families from neighboring towns as well.

The current homeschool population of 15 is of grade school and junior high age. The number
of resdent families with preschool age children showing an interest in homeschooling indicates thet
this dternative to public schooling is likely to continue.

Goal:
A qudity education for dl children of this community.

Policies:

Continue to support loca dementary school education.

Conduct an academic program that exceeds accepted standards for specific grade levels.
Encourage and stimulate students to achieve the highest level of which they are cgpable.
Provide for hedlth education and recrestion; modd examples of a hedthy lifestyle.

Make the school environment inviting, enriching, and chalenging.

Continue to financidly support junior and senior high school students attending the State
approved non-rdigious school of their choice.

7. Continue to cooperate with families choosing to educate their children a home.

oOukAcwDNE
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Library:

The Middletown Springs library plays an important part in the community as an intellectua
and culturd focus. The library stisfies the Vermont Department of Libraries mandates and
standards. The library’ s computer is on-line to both the Internet and the Vermont Automated Library
System. Thelibrary is open year round.

Recr eation:

In 2002 the Middletown Springs School Board obtained a grant for $20,000 from the Land
and Water Conservation Fund to help build a new community playground and upgrade the athletic
field on the school grounds. Both of these recregtiona areas have been used and will continue to be
used by both the school and the community of Middletown Springs.

The Middletown Springs Historica Society maintains a minera springs springhouse and a
picnic areain the Springs Park located within the village.

Locdly popular recrestiona pursuits that can benefit from established trailsinclude
snowmohbiling, walking, and cross country skiing. The snowmobilers have established a specid
interest organization, The Spruce Knob Ramblers, through which they negotiate permisson to use
private lands. Those active in walking and cross country skiing are encouraged to do likewise.

Goal:
A community with recregtiond facilities that meet the interests of resdents.

Palicy:
1. Continue cooperation with organized or unorganized groups willing to develop recreetiond
fecilities to meet their interests.

Utilities, Facilities, and Services

Sewer & Water

As mentioned in the Land Use section above, Middletown Springs has no municipd sewer
or water facilities. Property ownersrely on individua septic systems and wells. Considering the size
of individud lotsin the village, and the potentid for contamination of wells from leach fidds, the
Stuation is not ided. However, an economicaly viable plan to provide these facilities has not been
found.

Goal:
Safe drinking water and sewage disposd throughout the town.

Policies:
1. Continue to search for an economicaly viable and politically acceptable way to provide one or
both of these servicesin the village area.
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Solid Waste Disposal

Middletown Springs and ten other regiond towns are joined in a Solid Wadte Alternative
Committee (SWAC) for the purpose of planning and arranging for disposd of the Town's solid
wadte in conformity with gpplicable laws.

The Town currently has a Sdectboard approved Solid Waste Implementation Plan and an
ordinance regulating the separation, collection and disposa of solid waste. The Town's transfer
dation is certified by the Vermont State Agency of Naturd Resources.

The Town recycles glass, plagtic, tin and duminum cans, newspaper, junk mail, magazines,
boxboard, and cardboard. The Town aso collects over-sized trash and metd/white goods on
publicized days. Twice ayear SWAC holds collection days for Household Hazardous Waste. The
collections are held at each town on arotating basis

The current interim transfer Sation Ste istoo smal and ingppropriately located in aresidentia
area. See Land Usg, Village Area for corrective steps.

Goal:
Hedthful and nor+polluting disposa of solid waste.

Policies:
1. Increase public participation in recycling efforts.
2. Enforce exidting laws on trash burning and dumping.

Police

The Town dects one local congtable. The Vermont State Police and County Sheriff’ s Office,
accessed through “911”, provide professiona protective services from headquartersin Castleton
Corners and Rutland. These services have adequatdly met the needs of the town.

Fire Protection

The town iswdll served by the Middletown Springs Volunteer Fire Department whichisa
member of both the Rutland County Fire Association and the Washington County (N.Y.) fire control
with radio and pager dispatch. The department's operating expenses are paid by property taxes,
dues, donations, and fund raisng activities including support from the Ladies’ Auxiliary. Thetownis
NEIRA rated “Class F’ for fire insurance purposes.

Goal:
An effective, well-trained, volunteer fire department

Palicies:
1. Continue municipa and community support for the Middletown Springs Volunteer Fire
Department.
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Health Services

Emergency medica services are provided to the citizens in atiered system. The Middletown
Springs Firgt Response provides immediate care prior to arrival of the Poultney Rescue Squad.
Advanced life support and paramedic service are available from the Regiond Ambulance Service
Inc. of Rutland. Emergency “911" service is available for emergency medica needs.

Goal:

Adequate emergency medica and ambulance services.

Policies:
1. Continue municipa and community support for the Middletown Springs First Response,
Poultney Rescue Squad, and Rutland Regiona Ambulance Service.

Emer gency M anagement

The Middletown Springs First Response group, in cooperation with the selectboard and
other town organizations, is currently developing a Rapid Response Plan.

Goal

A community that responds quickly and effectively to emergency Stuaions of dl types,
anticipated or unanticipated.

Palicy:
1. Support and cooperate with al community organizationsin their efforts to meet emergency
gtuations.

Tedecommunications and Similar Facilities

Middletown Springs has an existing bylaw governing the congruction of telecommunications
towers and amilar facilities. Adopted in 1998, the bylaw is available for inspection at the Town
Office.

Both tdecommunications technology and the public demand for modern tdecommunications
have been advancing rapidly. Pardld to these advances, communities throughout the country have
developed thoughtful controls over the congtruction of such facilities.

Goal:
M odern telecommunications services within Middletown Springs.

Policies:

1. Remaininformed of the current Sate of telecommunications technology, public demand, and
effective control legidation.

2. Amend or replace the existing bylaw as necessary to facilitate the provison of
telecommunications service in the Town congstent with the gods and policies of this Plan.
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Energy

The Town islocated within the service territory of Centrd Vermont Public Service Corp.,
which provides eectric service to the Town. The service continues to be adequate to serve the needs
of the Town.

63.2% of households are heated primarily with fud oil or kerosene, 22.2% with wood,
13.4% with LP gas, and 1.2% with dectricity. A large but unknown percentage of households that
do not heat primarily with wood nevertheless use wood for supplementary or emergency hest.

Goal:
Reliable and affordable energy for residences and businesses.

Palicies:

1. Favor thelocation of new dectricity and phone linesin existing corridors.

2. Encourage underground service drops.

3. Encourage consarvation of energy through community initiatives (e.g.: car-pooling, recycling, and
energy efficency initiatives in homes, school, and community buildings).

4. Provide practica information about available dternative energy technologies.

5. Consarve energy in buildings used by the Town and schooal.

| mplementation Program

Full implementation of this Plan does not require the passage of any additiond bylaws
enabled by Chapter 117 in 24 V.SA.

Following adoption of the Town Plan, the Planning Commission will, as necessary,
recommend to the Sdectboard and other commissions and organi zations specific steps to implement
the policies included in the Plan. The Commission will begin with consderation of the god and
policies concerning telecommunications and smilar fadilities.

Following adoption of the Town Plan, the Flanning Commission will continue to foster community-
wide discussion of gods that do not currently have corresponding policies supported by wide
consensus. If and when such consensus seems to have emerged, the Commission will prepare and
recommend to the voters amendments to this Plan incorporating such palicies.
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