Your Community's Quality of
Lifeand Future

A Survey of Alaskan Residents

Pleasefold and return your completed questionnaire to:

?uvv% Environmental Science Department
|| Alaska Pacific University

I 4101 University Drive
Ll AnChOraJey Alﬂa 99508
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PART 1. INTRODUCTION

Please take a few minutes to think about the community where you live (or live nearby). This
survey asks you to describe your community--its character and quality of life--and what you
value most about living in your community. This survey also asks you to describe what
changes (if any) you would like to see in your community.

In return for sharing this information, we will send you a summary of perceptions about your
community. This information can help you and your community leaders better understand
your community and it can also help state and federal agencies assist your community in
achieving your community's desired future. If you don't understand a question, please move
on and complete as much of the questionnaire as possible. Thank you.

Q-1. What community doyou livein (or what community isclosest to whereyoulive)?
Q-2. If youdonot livewithintheabovecommunity, approximately how many milesisyour residence

from the community? MILES
Q-3. How long haveyoulivedinor near thiscommunity? YEARS
Q-4. How long haveyoulivedin Alaska? YEARS

Q-5. Theideaof a"community" hasmany meanings. Whenyou think of theword " community", which of
thefollowing definitions makesthemost sensefor your community. (Pleasecircleonlyoneresponse)

Peoplelivinginsideadistinct palitical boundary (for example, an incor porated city)
People who share similar values, attitudes, and lifestyles (e.g., the Amish community)
People who work in the samelivelihood (e.g., commercial fishing community)

People who shar e the samecultural heritage (e.g., native community)

Peopleliving in bounded geogr aphical area (e.g., Anchorage bowl community)
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PART 2. QUALITY OF LIFE IN YOUR COMMUNITY

Q-6.What thingsdo you val ue most about the community whereyou live? Please usesinglewordsor
short phrases. Examplesmight includesmall town atmosphere, natural setting, job, schools, or social life.
Identify your ownand list upto 3 thingsyou value most.

1

2.

3.

Q-7a. Over thetime period you havelivedinyour community, hasit becomeamoredesirable
placetolive, alessdesirableplacetolive, or stayed about the same? (Pleasecircle oneanswer).

1 Moredesirable
2 Lessdesirable
3 Stayed the same

Q-7b. If youanswered moreor lessdesirable, list upto 3reasonswhy.
1.
2.
3.




for Part B)

Social
Livingnear family andfriends
Trustworthy neighbors

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
Goodhealthcarehhospitals I

Sdey, lowaimerde |

Artandcultural events |
Entertainment |
Communityevents/gatherings |
Qudity of publicschools |
Collegeor university nearby |
Responsivelocal government |

Diverssethnic populations |

Programg/activitiesfor youths
Panning and zoningregulio
Sizeand growth of oommunity|
Church/spiritua groups |

Economic |
Job/employment opportunities|
Diverse& affordablehousing
Property/local tax rates

Businessopportunities
Diverse & affordableshoppin
Subsistencehuntingffishing |
Soorthunting/fishing |
Subsistencegathering |
Environmental |
Cleanair/water I
Beauty of surroundingarea |
Open, undeveloped areas |

Local recredtiond trails N

Developed parks
(playgrounds, ball fields)

I
I
Roads/transportationsystem |
Accesstoand useof |

nearby publiclands |
Other |

Extremely
Important
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PART 2. QUALITY OF LIFE (Continued)

Q-8. What ismostimportant toyouin selectingacommunity? PART A. Imaginethat you could liveinany
community. Fromthelist of qudity of lifefactorsbelow, pleaseindicatethosethingsmostimportant toyou.
PART B. Based onthecommunity whereyoucurrently live, how satisfied or unsatisfied areyou with these
quality of lifefactorsthat areimportant toyou? (Pleasecircle oneresponsefor Part Aand oneresponse

PART A

How important arethesetoyou

in selecting acommunity?
Somewhat

Important

vy ¥ v ¥
1 2 3 4

1 2 3 4
1 2 3 4
12 3 _ 4
1 2 3 4
1 2 3 4
1 2 3 4
1 2 3 4
1 2 3 4
12 3 _ 4
1 2 3 4
1 2 3 4
1 2 3 4
1 2 3 4
1 2 3 4
1 2 3 4
1 2 3 4
1 2 3 4
12 3 _ 4
1 2 3 4
1 2 3 4
1 2 3 4
1 2 3 4
1 2 3 4
1 2 3 4
1 2 3 4
12 __3__ 4
1 2 3 4
1 2 3 4
1 2 3 4
1 2 3 4

Important Not at all
important

| Very
|Satisfied

PART B
How satisfiedareyouwiththese
inyour community?

Very

Neither UnSatisfied

Satisfied or Unsatisfied

\ 4 \ 4 \ 4

1 2 3 4 5

1 2 3 4 5

1 2 3 4 5
12 3 4 __5_

1 2 3 4 5

1 2 3 4 5

1 2 3 4 5

1 2 3 4 5

1 2 3 4 5
_1_ 2 3 4 5

1 2 3 4 5

1 2 3 4 5

1 2 3 4 5

1 2 3 4 5

1 2 3 4 5

1 2 3 4 5

1 2 3 4 5

1 2 3 4 5
12 _ 3 4 5

1 2 3 4 5

1 2 3 4 5

1 2 3 4 5

1 2 3 4 5

1 2 3 4 5

1 2 3 4 5

1 2 3 4 5

1 2 3 4 5
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PART 3. DESCRIBING YOUR COMMUNITY
Q-9. How attractiveisyour community (e.g., downtown, residential neighborhoods) compared to other
communities in Alaska? (Please circle one number)

ExtremdyUnattractrive Extremdy Attractive
Community 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Community

Q-10. How important do you feel the sceneryoutside your community (within 200 miles) istothe overall
character of your community? (Please circle one number)

ExtrendyUnimportant 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Extremelyl mportant

Q-11. How abundant are special places(that is, placesthat are special toyou) outside your community
(within 100 miles)? (Please circle one number)

Not at all abundant 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Extremely abundant
Q-12. How attached are you to your community? (Please circle one number)

Extremey Unattached: Some Extremey attached:

other communitycouldeassty 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Thiscommunityislike

substitutefor thisone. apartof me.

Q-13. How would you rate the overall cohesiveness of your community (that is, how well do residentswork
together to get things done)? (Please circle one number)

Not Cohesive: Weak
Senseof Community 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Q-14. What do you think about the overall adequacy of public services(e.g., schools, police & fire depts.) in your
community? (Please circle one number)

Extremelyl nadequate 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 ExtremdyAdequate
Q-15. How autonomous (how linked to neighboring communities) isyour community?

Cohesive: Strong
Senseof Community

Not at all autonomous We Extremely Autonomous. Our
arelinkedanddependenton 1 2 3 4 5 6 7  communityisindependent
surroundingcommunities and self-reliant

Q-16. What do you think about about the overall economic diversity of your community compared to other
communities in Alaska? (Please circle one number)

Extremely Undiversified: 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Extremely Diversified:
Few kindsof businesseg/jobs Many kindsof businesseg/jobs
Q-17. What do you think isthe overall economic dependence of your community on natural resources?
Extremelylndependent 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Extremely Dependent
Q-18. How would you rate the overall attractiveness of your community for businesses?
ExtremeyUnattractive 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Extremely Attractive

Q-19. How prepared for the future do you think your community is(that is, doesyour community have specific
projects and plans for the future? (Please circle one number)

TotallyUnprepared 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Totally Prepared

Q-20. How would you rate the effectiveness of your community leaders (leaders can be both formal such asa
mayor, or informal, such as a prominent business person)? (Please circle one number)

Extremely | neffective 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Extremdy Effective

Q-21. How would you rate the overall effectiveness of your community government (el ected officialsand local
government employees)? (Please circle one number)

Extremdy | neffective 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Extremdy Effective
Q-22. Inconsidering al of the above, how would you ratethe overall quality of lifefor your community?
ExtremePoor ExtremeyHigh

Quality of Life 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Quiality of Life
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PART 4. IMPORTANCE OF PUBLIC LANDS TO QUALITY OF LIFE
Q-23. Depending onyour lifestyle, publiclandsin Alaska, both federal and state, such asthe Chugach
National Forest, Chugach State Park, Kenai National Wildlife Refuge, Kenai FjordsNational Park, and
Wrangell-St. EliasNational Park may or may not contribute significantly to your quality of life. Inthis
question, think about how often, and in what waysyou usethe public landsnear whereyoulive (within
100 miles).

PART A. Fromthelist of publicland usesand opportunitiesbel ow, pleaseindicatethosethat are most
important to your quality of life by allocating 100 pointsamong the choices. Y oumay allocatethe 100
pointsinany way you likebut your total should not exceed 100. For example, youmight put al 100 points
on one use/opportunity, or you might put 50 on one, 25 onanother, and 25 onyet another.

PART B. Based onwhereyoucurrently live, how satisfied or unsatisfied areyou with each of these
publicland uses/opportunities? |f you don't usethispublicland opportunity, justindicate" Doesn't

ApplytoMe” pART A PART B
Whichpubliclanduses/opportunitiesare How sati sfied or unsatisfied areyouwith theseuses/
most important to you? (Allocate opportunitieswhereyou currently live?

I

I

I

100 points) | very NEITHER VERY DOESN'T
| SATISFIED UNSATISFIED APPLY
| SATISFIED OR UNSATISFIED TOME
I

I

I

I

I

\ 4

Viewingwildife

Hunting

Fishing

Trepng . 1 2 3 4 _5_ __6_ __
Jobsfromlogging, mining -

Jobsfrom oil/gasdevel opment |
Subsistenceuse |
Jobsfromtourismettractions I

<«
U‘IU‘IU‘IU‘I‘

PR RR
NN NN
W www
AR DMD
o X X X))

Snowmachinearess TTAT T T2 T T3 T T T s T T e T T
____Hiking/backpacking/skiingtrails | 1
____ Quietareas | 1

Campgroundsandpicnicareas | 1

Scenicdrives | 1
Roadsintobackcountry |1 2 3 4 5 6

Accessfor disabled people -

Sceniclandscapes |

Undevelopedland/wildemess |

Cleanair andwater sources I

I

RPRRRER
NN NN

Other
100 T otal Points

Q-24. What interests should be considered when planning for the use of publiclands near your
community? (Pleasecircleoneresponse)

Only local community interestsshould beconsider ed in planning near by federal lands.
L ocal community inter estsshould begiven mor eattention than national interests.

L ocal community interestsshould be balanced equally with national interests.
National inter estsshould begiven mor eattention than local community inter ests.
Only national inter estsshould be consider ed in planing near by feder al lands.

A wWNPE

Q-25. What (if anything) can publicland management agencies(for example, stateand federal
forests, parks, and wildliferefuges) dotoincreasethequality of lifeinyour community?
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PART 5. YOUR COMMUNITY'S FUTURE
Thetypesof businessand job opportunitiesinacommunity caninfluencequality of life. Communi-
ties, both largeand small, areamixture of different typesof economic activity. Below isalist of eco-
nomic activitiesfoundin Alaskan communities.

Q-26A. For eachtypeof economic activity, pleaseindicatewhether youwould liketo seethat particul ar
economicactivity (think jobs) increase, decrease, or stay the same inyour community. ( Pleasecircleone
responseper item).

Stay
Increase(+) Decrease(-) Same(0)

¥y + ¥ Economic Activity

+ - 0 A. Forestry and forest products
+ - 0 B. Commerdial fishing
+ - 0 C. Oil/gas
+ - 0 D. Mining (mineralsand metals)
+ - 0 E. Construction (Homes, buildings, utilities, and
transportation systems)
+ - 0 F. Manufacturing (Machinery, instruments, food products,
wood/plastic/metal materials and fabrication)
+ - 0 G. Transportation, Communications& Utilities (Air, rail, trucking,
shipping, radio and television, gas, water, and electrical utilities)
+ - 0 H. Trade (Wholesale and retail sales, hardware and sporting goods, and
eating and drinking establishments)
+ - 0 I. Finance, Insurance& Real Estate (Banks, lendingingtitutions,
insurance, and rea estate)
+ - 0 J. Tourism Services(Recreation, lodging, food/beverage)
+ - 0 K. Other Services (Non-tourismrelated services, food/beverage,
medical, repair, education, business, and professional)
+ - 0 L. Government (Local, state, and federal agencies)
+ - 0 M . Other (pleasespecify

Q-26B. What economic activity isthe primary wage-earner inyour household employedin? Pleasewrite
theletter of the category here R (A,B,C,D,E,F,GH,I,JK,L,M or"none")

Q-27. A number of optionsdiscussed for the AlaskaPermanent Fund rangefromleaving thefund aloneto
completely distributingit. Oneoption discussed hasbeen the concept of acommunity dividend—
someor al the Permanent Fund earningswould go to every community to be used for public purposes
determined by that community. Withthisoption, individual Permanent Fund dividendswould be
capped (limited) while earningsbeyond theindividual dividend would go toward the community
dividend. What do you think about thisidea? (Pleasecircle oneresponse)

1 | support theidea of a community dividend.
2 | do not support the idea of a community dividend.
3 Noopinion.



-6-

Q-28. Givenyour overal satisfactionwiththequality of lifeinyour community, what wouldyou doif
you had theability toliveanywherewith the same standard of living?

1 1 would till livein thiscommunity.
2 | would moveto another community in Alaska.
3 | would move outside of Alaska

Q-29. If you could changeonething about your community, what wouldit be?

PART 6. INFORMATION ABOUT YOU
Q-30. Whatisyourage? YEARS

Q-31. Whatisyour gender? (Pleasecircleoneresponse)

1 Male
2 Female

Q-32. Whatisthehighestlevel of formal/public school education you havecompleted? (Please
circleoneresponse)

None

Bementary (Grades 1to 8)
High school (Grades 9t012)
Somecollege
Collegegraduate
Somegraduatework

A graduatedegree

~NO O~ WNRE

Q-33. Whatisyouroccupation?
OCCUPATION

Q-34. What incomecategory most closely approximatesyour annua household (all members
combined) income? (Please circle oneresponse)

1 Lessthan $10,000 6 $50,000-$59,999

2 $10,000-$19,999 7 $60,000-$69,999

3 $20,000-$29,999 8 $70,000-$79,999

4 $30,000-$39,999 9 $80,000-$89,999

5 $40,000-$49,999 10 $90,000or greater
Q-35. Whatisyour race/ethnicity? (Pleasecircleoneresponse)

1 White 4 Asian

2 Black/AfricanAmerican 5 Pacificldander

3 NativeAmerican 6 Other



Is there anything else you would like to tell us about your community and its fu-
ture? We would appreciate any comments.

Thesurvey resultswill bemailed to you unlessyou check oneof theboxesbel ow:

I:I No. Do not send methesurvey results.
[ ] 1 would prefer tobeemailedtheresuits. My e-mail addressis:

THANK YOU FOR YOUR HELP!

PLEASE FOLD THISSURVEY IN HALF ON THE DOTTED LINE SO THAT THE
RETURN ADDRESS ON THE BACK COVER IS SHOWING. USE THE ENCLOSED
TAB TO TAPE THE SURVEY SHUT AND DROPTHE SURVEY IN ANY U.S. POSTAL

PICK-UP BOX.

BUSINESSREPLY MAIL

FIRST-CLASS PERMITNO. 238 ANCHORAGE, ALASKA

POSTAGEWILL BEPAID BY ADDRESSEE
Alaska Pacific University

Environmental Science Dept. Attention: Greg Brown
4101 University Drive

Anchorage, AK 99508



